








Daniela Aili
Head of sales, Hyde London City

Hyde London City has now been open for a 
few months now and has been bringing a new 
vibe to City of London! After a long journey 
to bring the hotel to life— it’s been great to 
see everything come together and to meet so 
many of our new neighbours. Hyde has found 
its home in this fantastic corner of London, 
and we’re looking forward to everything that 
lies ahead.

Set within our beautiful Grade II listed 
building at 15 Old Bailey, Hyde London City 
combines the local history with a modern, 
playful energy. At heart, we are a hotel based 
on the freedom of a festival, with our sister 
sites, in Ibiza, Bodrum and Miami to name a 
few, Hyde London promises to bring a fresh 
energy to the area. 

Leydi, our modern Turkish restaurant, headed 
up by Head Chef Halil Simsek, has been 
serving up the bold, communal flavors of 
Istanbul. If you haven’t visited yet, we’re excited 
to welcome you! With dishes like endless 

meze, home-baked bread, and Mangal-
grilled meats, our Turkish space, has created 
the perfect space for long, lively meals. And 
yes, this Christmas we are celebrating with a 
special addition to the menu, our very own,  
mince pie börek!

Head downstairs, and you will find Black 
Lacquer, our hidden treasure underneath the 
hotel. Here, the party can really start, Black 
Lacquer is a dedicated vinyl bar, a vinyl-
only DJ line up every Thursday- Saturday, till 
2am, to be enjoyed alongside our Japanese-
inspired cocktail menu. Cocktails such as 
‘When doves cry’ is a spiced and clarified 
take on the classic Paloma, using yuzu sake 
and scotch bonnet. The cosy and intimate 
hideaway is great for anyone looking to enjoy 
great drinks and a relaxed atmosphere. Watch 
this space for news on our New Year’s Eve 
party!

It’s been a great start for Hyde London City, 
and can’t wait to celebrate the festive season 
and New Year with you all!

HYDE LONDON CITY
15 OLD BAILEY, EC4M 7EF

VINYL VIBES AND TURKISH 
DELIGHTS: HYDE LONDON 
CITY IS HERE TO CELEBRATE!

17 GOUGH SQUARE:  A STORY OF SURVIVAL SINCE 1690 
Celine Luppo McDaid
Director
Dr Johnson’s House

The whole of Gough Square was built 
in the 1690s and funded by a City wool 
merchant, Richard Gough, who gave his 
name to the square. He and his family 
lived in number 17, originally the largest 
building here. The timber-framed, brick 
townhouse, was part of a development 
in Gough Square, of which Dr Johnson’s 

By 1911 it had fallen into a sad state of 
disrepair, with water leaking through 
the roof. At this point it was saved and 
restored by Cecil Harmsworth, a Liberal 
MP.

During World War II, the then Curator 
and her daughter were granted 
permission to run an informal canteen at 
the House for the Auxiliary Fire Service. 
The House later became a social club 
for the Auxiliary Firemen - known as 
‘the heroes with the grimy faces’ - giving 
many a tired fireman some respite 
from the bombing during the Blitz. The 
servicemen also used the building as 
a watch tower for the neighbourhood 
as one of the tallest buildings in the 
area. Dr Johnson’s House was struck 
on several occasions: the Garret was 
badly damaged and a new roof had 
to be constructed after the war but, 
remarkably, the fires were always put 
out in time and the House survived.

Dr Johnson’s House has been 
welcoming visitors since 1911. Cecil 
Harmsworth, who was passionate about 
the importance of Dr Johnson’s legacy 
for future generations was also adamant 
that Dr Johnson’s House should always 
feel like a home and not a ‘stuff y museum’. 
You can enter all the rooms in the House 
and sit down on the chairs and window 
seats to soak up the atmosphere. 

And in keeping with Lord Harmsworth’s 
wishes – and Dr Johnson’s convivial and 
sociable personality - the House still has 
tea parties, and can be hired for private 
and corporate events and dinners. 

DR JOHNSON’S HOUSE
17 GOUGH SQUARE,  EC4A 3DE

House at number 17 is the only one to survive. 

Dr Samuel Johnson (1709–1784), one of the 
greatest literary figures of the eighteenth 
century, lived here when he compiled his 
famous Dictionary of the English Language, 
published in 1755. This publication was of 
crucial importance in the development of the 
English language and the House is an open 
window into the Age of Enlightenment.

The Grade I listed building has retained many 
of its period features, which include historic 

panelling, a fine open staircase, wooden 
floorboards, a quirky cellarette cupboard, coal 
holes and even the original door handles. 
The eighteenth-century front door still has its 
original anti-burglary devices intact, including 
a heavy chain with corkscrew latch. 

Dr Johnson was a tenant at 17 Gough Square, 
and following his departure in 1759, the house 
went through a variety of diff erent uses. It 
had other lodgers, was used as a small hotel 
and B&B and was even a printers’ workshop. 



Michael Hockney
Co-Chairman and Founder 
The LMBCL

The Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch first took 
place in April 2008, hosted by the Lord Mayor 
and Lady Mayoress at Guildhall, the centre of 
the City of London’s governance, ceremonial 
and philanthropy.

It was planned to be a Civic and Guildhall 
event but with a number of diff erences: an 
informal occasion with an accessible fixed 
price which allowed guests unlimited curries 
and accompanying drinks, no seating plan, 
everyone serves themselves – and can go 
back for seconds as often as they wished.

At the outset the Lunch had a number of 
purposes:

• to raise funds to support former Soldiers, 
both Regulars and Reservists who had 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan and their 
families

•  to raise awareness in the City community 
of the role of the Armed Forces of The 
Crown, particularly among a younger 
generation of City folk

• to build awareness of the Army’s national 
service charity that works ceaselessly to 
support veterans and their families

• to emphasise to City workers the breadth 
and depth of the City’s philanthropy in 
support of those in society who need 
help in a variety of ways

The first Lunch in 2008 attracted 700 guests 
and raised £143,000. Its success was helped 
hugely by the support of His Majesty The 
King, when as The Prince of Wales, he agreed 
to be the first Royal Guest of Honour at a 
Curry Lunch.

Following its success, the attendance grew 
year on year to the extent that we now use 
all the principal rooms in Guildhall, generously 
provided by the Corporation of the City of 
London without any charge, to accommodate 
1,650 guests.

In 2023 for the first time we filled every one 
of the 1,650 available places at the Lunch and 
raised over £400,000 after expenses. We did 
the same again this year at the Lunch in April 
2024

As of May 2024, we have contributed a total 
of over £3.7 million to help support veterans 
and their families.

SUPPORTING ALL MILITARY 
VETERANS
In 2018 we took the decision to widen the 
scope of support from the proceeds of the 
Lunch. The LMBCL now supports veterans of 
all the Armed Forces of the Crown and their 
families.

FOCUS ON VETERAN 
EMPLOYMENT
From 2019 onwards we have focussed our 
eff orts on helping veterans secure rewarding 
and sustainable employment in the civilian 

world. In doing so, the Lord Mayor’s Big Curry 
Lunch has aligned with the employment and 
employability strand of the Civic and Mayoral 
strategy ‘A Better City For All’, by providing 
financial support for veterans to take part in 
two programmes to help veterans into work.

THE PAIN MANAGEMENT 
PROGRAMME
From the April 2019 Lunch, part of the 
proceeds have funded veterans of the Armed 
Forces to be able to take part in the Pain 
Management Programme (PMP) at the King 
Edward VII Hospital's (KEVII) Centre for 
Veterans’ Health (CVH).

CVH's PMP is unique in that it is designed 
solely for veterans. The purpose is to address 
the individual issues, both physical and 
psychological, involving pain that prevents 
a veteran from leading a full life. The CVH 
team has found that chronic pain is the most 
significant barrier to a veteran being able to 
find and sustain meaningful employment, 
which is the 'backbone' of their future 
wellbeing and impacts on every other aspect 
of their personal lives and their families.

It costs £6,500 to fund one veteran through 
the PMP. From the proceeds of the 2024 
Lunch, we are funding 15 military veterans 
waiting to go on the PMP.

LIFEWORKS
In 2022 we are adding a second charity which 
focuses on veteran employment. Lifeworks’ 
sole focus is to provide education and training 
for veterans from all the Services and their 
families.

This involves practical advice, guidance, 
and support regardless of the length of 
service and is available nationwide, wherever 
veterans live.

The Lifeworks team is made up of highly 
experienced career coaches and vocational 
assessors who work across the UK:

• they help veterans identify their strengths 
and help decide on potential career and 
training opportunities

• they help veterans develop the skills they 
need to job search and write a cv

• they build confidence by helping veterans 
manage the impact of a major change in 
situation after leaving the Armed Forces

• they enable veterans to approach 
working in the civilian workplace with 
increased confidence and motivation.

Each course run by Lifeworks costs £1,500 
but is always free of charge to the veterans 
taking part. This means that Lifeworks is 
entirely dependent on public donations and 
grants from charities and trusts.

Through the proceeds of the 2024 Lunch, we 
are providing funding for 65 military veterans 
to attend a Lifeworks course.

THE SUPPORT OF THE 
ROYAL FAMILY
Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was the 
Patron of the three single service charities 
and received an annual report on the Lunch. 
A Message from Queen Elizabeth was always 
included in the Lunch Programme. For the 
2023 and 2024 Lunches, we have included a 
Message from His Majesty The King.

Every year since 2008 the Lunch has been 
graced with the presence of one or more 
members of The Royal Family as our principal 
guest(s).

THE SUPPORT OF
THE MAYORALTY
The Lord Mayor’s Big Curry Lunch has 
enjoyed the active support of each successive 
Lord Mayor of the City of London since the 
first LMBCL in 2008.The Lord Mayor co-chairs 
the Committee for each Lunch, along with the 
founder of the Lunch, Michael Hockney. The 
Lord Mayor and the Lady Mayoress/Lord 
Mayor’s Consort host the Lunch.

THE UNIQUE POSITION THAT 
THE LUNCH HOLDS IN THE CITY
The City and the Lord Mayor's Big Curry 
Lunch are intertwined. Since the first Lunch in 
2008, the Lunch has become a staple event in 
the City calendar with many institutions and 
businesses off ering their support.

From the attendance of senior City off icials 
at the Lunch to the generous contribution of 
Guildhall without charge, to the financial and 
in-kind support of businesses and the Livery 
and Ward Clubs, the Lunch relies on the City 
in many ways and is so grateful for its support.

WHO ATTENDS
Among the 1,650 guests at the Lunch, there 
are usually Ministers from the MOD, the senior 
off icers of the Armed Forces, Aldermen, HM 
Judges from the Old Bailey, Livery Masters 
and members and a large number of business 
and professional leaders from the City.

In recent years, we have targeted younger 
members of the City community, believing 
that this is an occasion to use the Lunch to 
tell the story of what the Armed Forces of The 
Crown are called upon to do in the service of 
their country.

At the Lunch we have a number of serving 
members of the Armed Forces and veterans 
who have been helped in a variety of ways 
with funding from the Lunch. They share their 
experience and stories with the other guests.

Then there are the 300 volunteers drawn from 
London UOTC, Sandhurst Cadets, the HAC, 
FANY, London District Garrison, the Royal 
Navy, the Royal Air Force, the three single 
service charities and young City workers who 
just want to give of their time to support.

HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED
Do have a look at the Lord Mayor’s Big Curry 
Lunch website, where you can:

• consider sponsoring a veteran

• buy tickets for the raff le of the unique 
Trafalgar Watch, handmade by one of the 
UK’s leading watchmakers

• buy a jar of Mr Todiwala’s Lord Mayor’s 
Big Curry Masala  

events.armybenevolentfund.org/lordmayors  

To talk to a member of the LMBCL team: 
email: lmbc@armybenevolentfund.org 

THE LORD MAYOR’S 
BIG CURRY LUNCH
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CHANCERY LANE LIGHTS
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Kick off  the seasonal cheer with a dazzling festive lights 
display illuminating the famous Chancery Lane. Our 
launch event on the 13th will feature festive song from 
London Community Voices Choir and festive treats from 
Lucky Voice Holborn.
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FSQ PENGUIN PARADE
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This winter, discover the Fleet Street Quarter Penguin 
Parade sculpture trail, created by Wild in Art and 
in support of WWF. Embark on a fabulous festive 
adventure to discover 12 adorable penguin sculptures 
throughout the Quarter. Each penguin is decked out in 
unique festive finery designed by talented artists. 
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LUDGATE LUMINATIONS
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Join us as we illuminate Ludgate Circus with a shimmering 
spectacle of festive lights! Expect mince pies, mulled 
wine, hot chocolate, alongside carols from our FSQ Choir 
and market stalls from Crafty Fox. 
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FESTIVE 
WREATH 
WORKSHOP
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Get into the festive spirit with Jar and Fern’s Wreath 
Making Workshop! Join us to create your own stunning 
wreath using seasonal foliage and decorations. 
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LITERARY HISTORY 
OF FSQ TOUR
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Join David Harry for a festive tour through the storied 
streets of FSQ, where the legacy of British literature 
and journalism lives on in every corner. Discover tales 
of literary giants like Dickens and Wilde, the infamous 
Sweeney Todd, and pioneering women journalists
 who shaped Fleet Street’s vibrant history.
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FESTIVE
WINE TASTING
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Indulge in the joy of the season at Lazy Ballerinas Bar 
with our Festive Wine Tasting. Explore exquisite wines 
guided by experts – you could even find the ideal 
Christmas present, or simply a treat for yourself!
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CHRISTMAS CARD 
WORKSHOP
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Design and make your own Christmas cards with Bella 
Gomez. Each card is unique and features a design 
that can be detached and used as a Christmas tree 
decoration!
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CHRISTMAS
COOKIE
DECORATING
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Join us for biscuits & bubbles! Taught by bespoke biscuit 
maker Lost Together Bakery, you’ll learn to decorate 
and get to take home six of your own almost-too-good-
looking-to-eat biscuits. Accompanied by drinks and 
canapes from the luxe Lost Property hotel near St Paul’s, 
you don’t want to miss this treat of a class.
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MAKERS’ MARKET
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Our Festive Makers’ Market returns with hand-crafted 
gifts from independent artisans provided by Crafty Fox. 
Pick up the perfect present right here in FSQ!
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CHRISTMAS 
KIMCHI WORKSHOP
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Make your own kimchi with Kimchimama Fleet Street. 
Kimchi is an emblematic dish of Korea and in this one 
hour class you’ll make an jar of your very own kimchi 
from scratch – perfect 
for gifting!

������������������

MUSEUM LATE AT
DR JOHNSON’S HOUSE
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Join us for candlelit Christmas drinks in Dr Johnson’s 
enchanting and atmospheric 17th-century Home of 
Words! Dr Johnson is one of the greatest literary figures 
of the 18th century and compiled his Dictionary of the 
English Language at his home in Gough Square.
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FREE FAMILY 
FUN MORNING
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Explore Dr Johnson’s incredible 
House of Words! Ever wondered 
what a Slubberdegullion, 
Jiggumbob or Camelopard is? 
Find out in Dr Johnson’s 
famous Dictionary of the
English Language! 

FLEETSTREETQUARTER.CO.UK
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GIN MAKING 
WORKSHOP
����������
������
Craft your own unique gin at a hands-on experience 
with The City of London Distillery! Learn the art of 
distillation and create your own personalised bottle to 
take away.
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DR JOHNSON’S FESTIVE 
LECTURE SPECIAL
����������
�����������
���
Join us for a very special festive edition of our Dr 
Johnson’s House lecture series. We’ll be exploring the 
history of Georgian Christmas and the yuletide traditions 
in Dr Johnson’s time.
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SCAN TO BOOK

CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON CELEBRATE THE SEASON 
WITH EVENTS ACROSSWITH EVENTS ACROSS
FLEET STREET QUARTER!FLEET STREET QUARTER!FLEET STREET QUARTER!FLEET STREET QUARTER!FLEET STREET QUARTER!FLEET STREET QUARTER!


