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A YEAR OF FUN, FESTIVALS, AND FESTIVITIES!

Lady Lucy French OBE
CEO, Fleet Street Quarter BID

Is it me or are the years getting shorter? 2025
has positively flown by - and what a year it
has been! One of the things | love about
the Fleet Street Quarter is that every day is
di erent, be it Bike Marking, playing Wall Ball
or spending time with our brilliant neighbours.
It is wonderful to get to know more of our
community and the vast range of businesses
in the area.

Regular readers of the Fleet Street Quarterly
will have a good idea of whats been
happening over the last year, but the end

of year is always a good time to reflect. Key
highlights for me have been working with the
City of London corporation, its o icers and
ward members on the progression of three
public realm partnership projects: the Lanes
and Courtyard; Holborn Viaduct; and the
big one: the Transformation of Fleet Street.
These programmes will make a meaningful
di erence to the urban fabric, creating places
to easily navigate, dwell, feel safe and enjoy
some much-needed greenery - | have enjoyed
initial consultations; meeting stakeholders,
businesses and residents, all playing our part
in the future of this special place.

Another aspect of the year that | will look back

on with great a ection have been our series
of festivals! It brings to mind the prologue of
Stephen Sondheims brilliant musical Into the
Woods where Cinderella says that above all
else, she wishes to go to the festival! She
would have been very happy in the FSQ this
year! We saw our third year of participation in
the London Festival of Architecture, and it was
tremendous to work with the Polish Cultural
Institute to mark the UK/Polish season this
year. Whispers by Oscar Zieta as become
a much-loved part of the urban landscape. |
particularly loved the Genesis event - where
the Copenhagen Collective performed some
astounding acrobatics around, in and on

the sculpture, ahead of their performances
at Sadlers Wells Peacock Theatre. We hope
that Whispers will stay in situ for some time
ahead of its transfer to a very special long-
term home!

We also held our second Climate Festival
across the Fleet Street Quarter BID;
sustainability and the March to net zero is
a real priority for us and it was wonderful to
welcome Mary Creagh CBE Minister from
DEFRA to the area. We were privileged to hear
her thoughts on the circular economy, and
how we can all play our part going forwards.
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While our third year of the London Festival
of Architecture and second Climate Festival
were tremendous, perhaps most excitingly
we saw our very first FSQ Festival of Words:
our very own literary festival! It was a thrilling
step into the unknown, but our community
completely embraced the idea and quickly
demonstrated that the place where stories
have always been born needed a festival
like this. The press came home, and it was a
great joy for us all! We are now in the midst
of planning next years Festival of Words,
and while our theme should probably be top-
secret, | just cant resist giving our readers
a sneak preview! | can now reveal that our
theme for the 2026 Festival of Wordsis  The
Age of Wisdom and Foolishness! Given the
world as it is right now there will certainly be
scope to address both!

As you can tell, we ve been doing as much
as possible this year to put the Fleet Street
Quarter back on the map, to encourage a

connected community, and to keep the area
clean and green. On top of that, in our third
year we held a huge range of events and
activities to make our community as safe and
secure as possible. Working closely with City
of London Police, we engaged and informed
our business community on a range of issues
including nighttime and womens safety,
cyber resilience and the increasing problem
of mobile phone theft. We were pleased to
launch a brand-new phone marking initiative
with City of London Police, which has helped
to drive down phone snatching in the Fleet
Street Quarter by 30%!

And so, as the leaves start to fall, the nights
draw in, and the air chills, everything becomes
a little bit cosier. Having been planning our
festive programme since January, it is now
very exciting to start to see it come to fruition.
From mid-November Festive Fleet Street
will welcome its third Wild in Art trail. FSQ
has already played host to snowmen and

penguins, what might this year bring? Well,
this year its a hop, skip and a bark along
the lanes and alleyways of the area as we
invite you to discover Snoopy, and in his 75th
anniversary year too!

This holiday season Fleet Street Quarter will
see more singing, more workshops, more
festive shopping and more festive fun for all!
I heartily concur with Snoopy s wise thought
its not whats under the Christmas Tree that
matters, its whos around it and we look
forward to seeing you, our FSQ community at
events across the season.

As we look towards a New Year, 2026 we will
see an important landmark for the bid as we
enter the penultimate year of our five-year
term. This will be a year for reflection, learning,
and listening. We will launch our perception
analysis where we invite you to help guide
us in the writing of our bid proposal for our
second term. We will hold our ballot in very

early 2027 and your voices, your ideas,
aspirations and hopes for the future are what
will drive our second term, if we are fortunate
enough to have your continued support.

Now, before | sign o , | wanted to give a
word of thanks. We could not deliver any of
our work without the FSQ team. | would like
to take this opportunity to thank our brilliant
Board, our fantastic chair, Roy Pinnock
(Denton), our Steering Group members and
the phenomenal home team who give FSQ
their absolute all. We are privileged to serve
you as the custodians of a remarkable history
and the curators of an extraordinary future.

As our esteemed former local resident Dr
Samuel Johnson wrote to his friend Boswell
in 1777: this is the time of year in which all
express their good wishes to their friends, and
| send mine to you and your family, and | too
extend my very good wishes to you all!

Mike Fairmaner
Head of Placemaking
Fleet Street Quarter BID

One of the features of Fleet Street is the striking
view of Holborn Viaduct over Farringdon
Street. It was built by the Victorians as a
bridge over the River Fleet valley, although by
this time the river had been put into a culvert
to allow for the construction of Farringdon
Street. The viaduct comprises one of the
first flyovers in London and also includes a
smaller bridge over Shoe Lane, along with
four pavilions that contain staircases to allow
access from the Viaduct to Farringdon Street.

The northern facade of the Holborn Viaduct lit up at night

PROPOSED LIGHTING SCHEME FOR HOLBORN VIADUCT

Our Era of Change Public Realm vision for
the area identified improved lighting of the
Viaduct as a priority project due to its role
as a location for evening activity, its place as
a gateway, and as a means of bringing the
areas rich history to life in commemorating
the River Fleet. Not only would new feature
lighting celebrate the historic importance of
both bridges, but on a practical level better
lighting would also improve the look and feel
of the area for people walking and cycling
under the bridges and make the area feel
safer.

Just north of the Viaduct is the Smithfield

Market building which is being refurbished
to accommodate new and much larger
premises for the London Museum. This is part
of a larger transformation of the area and the
opening of the Museum in 2027 and its one
million plus visitors every year will emphasise
the threshold nature of the Viaduct and its
role in facilitating welcome and safe passage
to the area.

Last year we commissioned the global
engineering firm WSP to come up with design
ideas to feature-light the bridge, balancing
the need for better lighting with the need to
respect the historic importance of the viaduct.

This has meant using their technical ingenuity
and innovative new lighting products to make
our vision into reality. In autumn we held a
test of our proposed lighting scheme in front
of invited guests to give a preview of how the
newly lit structure would appear. Having done
this, we now need to apply for Listed Building
Consent. Keep an eye out in our e-newsletters
(subscribe at wwwi.fleetstreetquarter.co.uk)
for project updates where we will keep you
updated and please do write in support of
our application. We hope the newly lit bridges
across both Farringdon Street and Shoe Lane
will be in place for autumn 2026.













































